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The Matilda Children’s Literature Prize 

 

FAQs 

 

How can I submit my entry? 

Through our website at: https://www.harpercollins.com.au/thematildaprize/ 

 

Can I send my submission by mail? 

No. We accept digital submissions only. 

 

When does The Matilda Children’s Literature Prize close? 

5.00 pm AEDT Sunday 26 January 2020. 

 

I’m under 18. Can I still enter The Matilda Children’s Literature Prize? 

Yes, you can however you must have your parent/guardian’s permission to enter. 

 

What will the prize winner win? 

A publishing contract to publish your work as a commercial publication on reasonable commercial 

terms, including an advance against royalties of A$10,000.  

 

When will you announce the shortlist? 

We’ll be announcing the shortlist on Tuesday 21 April 2020. 
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When will you announce the winner? 

We’ll be announcing the winner on Tuesday 12 May 2020. 

 

Why is there a minimum of 20,000 words? 

We’re looking for books for readers aged 7–18, which we expect to be longer than 20,000 words. 

Therefore, the prize is not open to picture books. 

 

Do you have a maximum word count for submissions? 

Yes. Please don’t send manuscripts that are more than 100,000 words. 

 

Can I submit if I’ve been published elsewhere? 

Yes, a previously self-published work is eligible to enter, but please note that a work that has been 

previously published in a commercial publication is not eligible. 

If your manuscript has been self-published, please let us know by including that in your cover note.  

Also, a work that is currently under consideration by a publisher, or a work that has been submitted 

for another concurrent writing prize is also not eligible to enter.  

 

Can I submit a collection of short stories? 

No. We’re looking for a standalone story. 

 

My submission is a first book in a series. Can I still submit it? 

Yes, but it does have to work as a complete story on its own.  
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Can I submit a non-fiction manuscript? 

Yes.  

 

Will I receive feedback on my submission? 

No.  

 

How many manuscripts can I submit? 

Each writer may submit up to TWO completed manuscripts. 

 

I’m not an Australia resident. Can I enter the competition? 

Unfortunately, no. The Matilda Children’s Literature Prize is open to current Australian residents 

only. 

 

Do you accept books that have been co-written? 

Yes. As long as all writers wish to have their work submitted for The Matilda Children’s Literature 

Prize. 

If a co-written work wins, the Prize will be divided among the authors.  

 


