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Danny da Vinci: 

The Secret of the Mona Lisa 

By Rosie Smith and Bruce Whatley 

Book Summary: 

Danny da Vinci and his best friend Mick Angelo are 
adventurers - artistic adventurers - who share a passion for 
painting and sculpture. 
 
Every year the Duke of Milan holds an art exhibition, and this 
year the Duke has asked Danny's Uncle Leo to paint his 
portrait. 
 
Danny and Mick want to enter something in the exhibition too, 
something special. Danny's sister Lisa has an idea, but why 
should they listen to her? She's such a moaner! 

 

Curriculum Areas and Key Learning Outcomes 
Creating Texts: ACELT1601, ACELY1682, ACELY1686, 
ACELY1688 

Speaking and Listening: ACELY1689 

Humanities and Social Sciences: ACHASS1052, 
ACHASS1055 

Design and Technologies: ACTDEP016, ACTDEP015 

Digital Technologies: ACTDIK007 

The Arts: ACAVAM110, ACAVAM112 

Health and Physical Education: ACPMP049 
 

 
Recommended Ages: 8+ 

 

 ISBN: 9780733326059 24.99 

Notes by: Matt Porter 



 

 
These notes may be reproduced free of charge for use and study within schools but they may not be 

reproduced (either in whole or in part) and offered for commercial sale. 

       
Page 2 

 

Introduction 
Danny da Vinci: The Secret of the Mona Lisa was inspired by a love for Italy and the 
remarkable genius of Leonardo da Vinci that Bruce Whatley and Rosie Smith wanted 
to share with young people. 
 

Before reading  
 From looking at the cover, do you think this book will be fiction or non-fiction? 

 Look at the picture between the words ‘Danny’ and ‘da Vinci’. Have you seen 
an image like this before? Where? 

 What do you know about Leonardo da Vinci and the Mona Lisa? 
 

Setting 
The story is set in the Renaissance period. This period began in Italy during the 14th 
century and peaked in the 15th. During the following two centuries it spread 
throughout Europe. Leonardo da Vinci features in the story as Danny’s uncle. 
Leonardo lived from 1452-1519. 
 

Themes  
• Creativity      • Natural Beauty      • Self Confidence      •Self Expression 

 
 
 

 
 
Creating Texts 
- Danny comments ‘You’re a real moaner, Lisa,’ hence the name: Mona Lisa. Research 
the names of other famous paintings and write a fictional story of how each one was 
created (Worksheet 1).  
- Leonardo da Vinci excelled in many fields and his interests included painting, 
sculpting, architecture, science, music, maths, engineering, literature, anatomy, 
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geology, astronomy, botany, writing, history, cartography and inventing. Pretend 
Leonardo is a student at your school. Write his school report from the perspective of 
a teacher. 
- Lisa’s Leonardo facts notes ‘His notebooks, though, still exist and are full of sketches 
and notes on science, nature and the theories of painting and sculpting’. Research 
Leonardo’s inventions and create a page of what you think his sketchbook would look 
like. 
- Research Leonardo’s inventions and make a list of the top ten of these with a 
partner.  
- Mick Angelo is a modern version of the famous Renaissance painter, sculptor, 
architect and poet, Michelangelo. Create modern names for other famous artists 
from history (Worksheet 1). 
- Uncle Leo describes Lisa’s smile as ‘so mysterious but compelling’. Research other 
famous artworks and write three words that describe them.  
- Leonardo had no surname in the modern sense. He was born in Vinci and the ‘da 
Vinci’ in his name signifies his birthplace. Using your first name and birthplace, write 
what your name would be if you lived in Leonardo’s era. 
 

Speaking and Listening 
- Select a famous artist. Write and present a speech explaining why your chosen artist 
is the greatest in history. 

 
Humanities and Social Sciences 
- Wax museums hold wax recreations of famous people and information about them. 
Select a famous historical artist. Research the facts about the artist’s life and 
creations. Write your research onto a large piece of paper, as if it is information to be 
displayed in a wax museum. Dress-up as the famous artist and stand in front of your 
information, creating your very own wax museum exhibit. 
 

Design and Technologies 
- Several famous sculptures are featured in the book. Create your own version of a 
famous sculpture with you or a friend as the model. 
- Danny and Mick sometimes designed their own buildings. Design your own ‘ultimate 
classroom’. Draw your picture to scale and include notes on the features of the 
classroom. 
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Digital Technologies 
- Danny and Mick dress Lisa as a warrior 
princess and a rich lady. Using a photo 
altering computer or tablet program, alter 
the Mona Lisa to make her look like a 
sports person, news reader, 
mathematician or other type of person. 
- Danny and Mick paint Lisa with different 
hairstyles. Using a photo altering 
computer or tablet program, alter the 
Mona Lisa to give her different hair styles. 
- Using a digital camera, take a photo of a 
classmate recreating Mona Lisa’s famous 
smile. 

 
 

 
 
The Arts 
- Hold a classroom portrait exhibition similar to the one held by the Duke of Milan at 
The Grand Ludvic Museum of Art. 
- Danny can draw with his right hand and his left hand too. In one illustration he is 
drawing with both hands at the same time! Rule a line down the middle of a piece of 
paper. On the paper draw a portrait of somebody’s face. However, you can only draw 
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on the left hand side of the page with your left hand and with your right hand on the 
opposite side. 
 

                                               
 
Health and Physical Education 
 
- Danny can draw with both of his hands. How competent are you with both of your 
hands? Have a partner time you while you complete a range of activities. Do each 
activity twice; once with your left hand and once with your right (Worksheet 2). 

 
 
 
About the Authors 
Husband and wife team Bruce Whatley and Rosie Smith have an advertising 
background, working in both London and Sydney. Their first picture book, The Ugliest 
Dog in the World, was published in 1992 and was closely followed by Looking for 
Crabs. Other major collaborations include Whatley’s Quest, Detective Donut and the 
Wild Goose Chase and Little White Dogs Can’t Jump.  
 
About the Author of the Teachers’ Notes 
Matt Porter is a children’s author and a primary school teacher in a mobile library 
program. His Crazy Relief Teachers series was launched in 2010 and currently features 
four titles, with a fifth to come in 2017. Matt completed his Bachelor of Arts/Teaching 
with Honours in 2002 and has co-authored several teacher resource books. Teaching 
library in eight rural schools is a highlight of Matt’s job and he loves passing on his 
passion for children’s books to the students he teaches. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Worksheet 1 
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Danny comments ‘You’re a real moaner, Lisa,’ hence the name: Mona Lisa. Write a 
short narrative explaining how each of these famous artworks were created. Be 
creative!  
 

1. The Scream 
 

2. Whistler’s Mother 
 

3. The Starry Night 
 

4. Campbell’s Soup Cans 
 

5. The Potato Eaters 
 

6. David 
 
Research other famous paintings and write a narrative about their creation. 
 
 
Mick Angelo is a modern version of the famous Renaissance painter, sculptor, 
architect and poet, Michelangelo. Create modern names for these famous artists: 
 

Artist’s Name New Modern Name 

 
Donatello 

 

 

 
Vincent Van Gogh 

 

 

 
Henri Matisse 

 

 

 
Rembrandt 

 

 

 
Raphael 

 

 

 
Research other famous artists and create modern names for them. 

Worksheet 2 
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Danny da Vinci can draw with both of his hands. How competent are you with both of 
your hands? Have a partner time you while you complete a range of activities. Do 
each activity twice; once with your left hand and once with your right. 
 

Activity Left Hand Time Right Hand Time 

 
Write your full name 5 
times 
 

  

 
Cut out a picture 
 

  

 
Dribble a basketball 20 
times 
 

  

 
Toss and catch a tennis 
ball 5 times 
 

  

 
Type a sentence on a 
computer 
 

  

 
Complete the 12 times 
tables on a calculator 
 

  

 
Touch your ankle, knee, 
shoulder and then nose, 5 
times 
 

  

 
Click 10 times 
 

  

 
Draw the Australian Flag 
 

  

 
Activity 3 
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Danny’s dog is called Picasso, and he is a very funny looking dog 
 

 
 

Draw a picture of your pet selecting an artist’s style or choose your own style.  


