Funny Kid for President
By Matt Stanton
Book Summary:
Every kid wants to laugh, but Max is the boy who
can make it happen.
He’s the class clown, the punch line, and he’s even
volunteered his bottom to be the butt of the joke.
Max is the funny kid … and he’s running for class
president.
Poop- scandals, stalker-ducks, surprise debates,
psycho-sports-teachers, tell-all-interviews and the
great-library-vomit-a-geddon are just some of the
things in store for Max and his friends at Redhill
Middle School this election season.
Curriculum Areas and Key Learning Outcomes:
English, Creating Texts, Speaking and Listening,
Design and Technologies and Civics and
Citizenship.
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About the author
Matt Stanton is a bestselling children’s author and illustrator, with over a quarter of
a million books in print. He is the co-creator of seven bestselling picture books,
including the mega-hits, There is a Monster Under My Bed Who Farts and This is a
Ball co-written with Beck Stanton.

Pre-reading questions




Before reading, look at the cover of the book. What do you think the overall
mood and tone of this book will be?
What draws your attention to the front cover? Why do you think Matt
Stanton has made Max so prominent?
The back cover explains that Funny Kid for President is for fans of Diary of a
Wimpy Kid, Tom Gates and Big Nate. What makes these books so popular?

Creating Texts







Hugo believed chocolate milk came from brown cows. Make a list of
falsehoods students used to believe. Use these ideas to write narratives.
David vs Goliath, Batman vs Superman, jelly snakes vs jelly frogs and lefthanders vs right-handers are all highlighted as important rivalries throughout
history. Write a persuasive piece arguing the side of one of these rivalries.
Finding some babies to kiss is on Max’s to-do list. Select another of the
characters and write a to-do list for them.
White as an albino fur seal dressed for Halloween is the simile Matt Stanton
uses to describe Mr Armstrong’s face. Write similes for other colours, such as
‘Green as Kermit the Frog on St Patrick’s Day’.
Create a wanted poster for the mystery pooper.
Hugo grills Max in a tell-all interview. Write questions that you would like to
ask a different character. Have a classmate pretend to be the character, ask
them your questions and have them answer.

Speaking and Listening


Imagine ‘class clown’ was an official role at your school. Write a speech
stating why you are the perfect candidate for the job.

These notes may be reproduced free of charge for use and study within schools but they may not be
reproduced (either in whole or in part) and offered for commercial sale.
Page 2






The duck chases and bites Max throughout the story. In a group, rank the
animals on the list from the ‘most embarrassing animal to be scared of’ to
the ‘least embarrassing animal to be scared of’ (Worksheet 1).
Max wants to launch Mr Armstrong into outer space. In a group, rank the
destinations to launch a teacher and rank them from ‘best place to send a
teacher’ to ‘worst place to send a teacher’ (Worksheet 1).
The duck believes Max is its mother. Imagine a different animal wanted you
as its mother. In a group, rank the animals on the list from the ‘hardest to
mother’ to ‘easiest to mother’ (Worksheet 1).

Design and Technologies



Hugo and Max plan ways to get revenge on Mr Armstrong. Design a boobytrap, that fits in your classroom, to capture a teacher.
Abby proposed a paper plane competition. Design and make a paper plane
and have a competition to see whose travels the farthest. Graph the results.

Civics and Citizenship



Run an election for president of your classroom. Teach students the elements
of an election campaign and the preferential voting system.
Make a list of rules you would make if you became class president.

THEMES
 Teamwork  Overcoming Bullies  Setting aside differences

 Perseverance

About the Author of the Teachers’ Notes
Matt Porter is a children’s author and a primary school teacher in a mobile library
program. His Crazy Relief Teachers series was launched in 2010 and currently
features four titles, with a fifth to come in 2017. Matt completed his Bachelor of
Arts/Teaching with Honours in 2002 and has co-authored several teacher resource
books. Teaching library in eight rural schools is a highlight of Matt’s job and he loves
passing on his passion for children’s books to the students he teaches.

These notes may be reproduced free of charge for use and study within schools but they may not be
reproduced (either in whole or in part) and offered for commercial sale.
Page 3

Worksheet 1
In groups, rank the items on each list. Remember to state your opinions
clearly and listen to the opinions of your group members.
Rank the animals on this list
from the ‘most embarrassing
animal to be scared of’ to the
‘least embarrassing animal to
be scared of’:

Rank the destinations to launch
a teacher and rank them from
‘best place to send a teacher’
to ‘worst place to send a
teacher’:

Duck

Siberia

Cat

Mars

Snake

Sun

Goat

Timbuktu

Shark

Pacific Ocean

Goldfish

Antarctica

Spider

Moon

Guinea Pig

Sahara Desert

Mouse

A Black Hole

Rank the animals on the list from the ‘hardest to mother’ to ‘easiest to
mother’:
Great White Shark

Gorilla

Magpie

Dog

Elephant

Lion
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Matt Stanton is a bestselling children's author and illustrator, with over a quarter of
a million books in print. He is the co-creator of seven bestselling picture books,
including the mega-hits, There is a Monster Under My Bed Who Farts and This is a
Ball.

Every kid wants to laugh, but Max Walburt is the boy who can make it
happen.
He’s the class clown, the punch line and he’s even volunteered his
bottom to be the butt of the joke.
Max is the funny kid … and he’s running for class president.
Poop-scandals, stalker-ducks, surprise-debates, psycho-sportsteachers, tell-all-interviews and the great-library-vomit-a-geddon are
just some of the things in store for Max and his friends at Redhill
Middle School this election season.
For fans of Diary of Wimpy Kid, Tom Gates and Big Nate,
FUNNY KID is the hilarious new series from bestselling children's author
Matt Stanton.
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