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The Red Book 

By Beck & Matt Stanton 

 

Book Summary: 

For the Grown-Ups: 

Okay, Big Wig. We have a challenge for you. It’s your 
job to convince the nearest kid that everything in this 
book is actually red. And we mean everything. It will 
not be easy! They will try to persuade you that things 
are not as red as you say, but you will stay strong! 
And the kids will love it! 

 

 

National Curriculum Learning Areas and 
Content Descriptions: 
 

English  

ACELA1432, ACELA1433, ACELA1435, ACELA1786, 
ACELA1437, ACELA1439, ACELA1438, ACELA1817, 
ACELT1575, ACELT1783, ACELT1578, ACELY1646, 
ACELY1650, ACELY1653 

Drama  

ACADRM028 

Visual Art  

ACAVAM107, ACAVAM108, ACAVAR109 

Media Arts  

ACAMAM054, ACAMAM055 

Digital Technologies  

ACTDIP006 

Science  

ACSHE013, ACSIS014, ACSIS233, CSIS012 

 
 

Appropriate Ages: 4 years + 
 

 

ISBN:  9780733334856    

EBook   9781460705971 

 Notes by:  Nadia McCallum 
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National Curriculum Learning Areas and Content Descriptions 

English 

Understand that punctuation is a feature of written text different from letters; recognise how capital 

letters are used for names, and that capital letters and full stops signal the beginning and end of 

sentences (ACELA1432) 

Understand concepts about print and screen, including how books, film and simple digital texts work, 

and know some features of print, for example directionality (ACELA1433) 

Recognise that sentences are key units for expressing ideas (ACELA1435) 

Explore the different contribution of words and images to meaning in stories and informative 

texts (ACELA1786) 

Understand the use of vocabulary in familiar contexts related to everyday experiences, personal interests 

and topics taught at school (ACELA1437) 

Recognise and generate rhyming words, alliteration patterns, syllables and sounds (phonemes) in spoken 

words (ACELA1439) 

Understand how to use knowledge of letters and sounds including onset and rime to spell 

words (ACELA1438) 

Know how to read and write some high-frequency words and other familiar words (ACELA1817) 

Recognise that texts are created by authors who tell stories and share experiences that may be similar or 

different to students’ own experiences (ACELT1575) 

Share feelings and thoughts about the events and characters in texts (ACELT1783) 

Identify some features of texts including events and characters and retell events from a text (ACELT1578) 

Listen to and respond orally to texts and to the communication of others in informal and structured 

classroom situations (ACELY1646) 

Use comprehension strategies to understand and discuss texts listened to, viewed or read 

independently (ACELY1650) 

Produce some lower case and upper case letters using learned letter formations (ACELY1653) 

Drama 

Use voice, facial expression, movement and space to imagine and establish role 

and situation (ACADRM028)  
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Visual Art 

Use and experiment with different materials, techniques, technologies and processes to make 

artworks (ACAVAM107)  

Create and display artworks to communicate ideas to an audience (ACAVAM108) 

Respond to visual artworks and consider where and why people make visual artworks, starting with visual 

artworks from Australia, including visual artworks of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 

Peoples (ACAVAR109) 

Media Arts 

Explore ideas, characters and settings in the community through stories in images, sounds and 

text (ACAMAM054)  

Use media technologies to capture and edit images, sounds and text for a purpose (ACAMAM055) 

Digital Technologies 

Create and organise ideas and information using information systems independently and with others, 

and share these with known people in safe online environments (ACTDIP006) 

Science 

Participate in guided investigations and make observations using the senses (ACSIS011) 

Science involves observing, asking questions about, and describing changes in, objects and 

events (ACSHE013) 

Pose and respond to questions about familiar objects and events (ACSIS014) 

Engage in discussions about observations and represent ideas (ACSIS233)  

Share observations and ideas (ACSIS012)  
 

About the Author and Illustrator 

Beck Stanton is a primary school teacher who has worked extensively with children throughout her 
teaching career and in roles that include before-and-after school care centre director, a nanny and youth 
and children’s worker. 

Matt Stanton is a bestselling children’s author and illustrator, with over a quarter of a million books in 
print. He is the co-creator of seven bestselling picture books, including the mega-hits, There is a Monster 
Under My Bed Who Farts and This is a Ball. He is launching a much anticipated middle grade series, 
Funny Kid, around the world in 2017. 

 
 
 

http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Curriculum/Continuum?code=ACSIS014&gcTitle=Personal+and+Social+Capability&gcUri=http%3a%2f%2fvocabulary.curriculum.edu.au%2fgeneralCapability%2f5
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Book Orientation 

What is the title of the book? 

Where is the author’s name? Where is the illustrator’s name? How do you know who the illustrator is? 
How do you usually know who the illustrator is? 

Do we read this book left to right, or right to left? Are all books read the same direction? 

 
What do you think the book is about? Why do you think that? 

 
Why do you think the book is called The Red Book, when the book is actually purple in colour? 

 

Look at the back cover of the book. What do we usually find on the back cover of a book? How is this 
book different? Who is the author referring to when he writes, “grown-up”? Why do you think the 
author has written the spiel on the back to grown-ups? 

 

Learning Experiences 
 

Sounds and Spelling 

This book centers around the colour ‘red’. 

What words rhyme with red? Are they all spelt with the same letters? Why do some words which have 

the same sound but are spelt differently? (e.g. red and read, red and said) 

 

High Frequency Words 

Create a poster with all the different colours mentioned in this book. Draw a picture with the word that 

shows the colour that word represents. Add any other colours to your poster which you feel should be 

included. Students could copy the words (names of the colours), or trace them, depending on their 

ability. 

 
Drawing on Your Own Experience 

In the book, the author says that Fergus must be red because he is the same colour as the apple, and 

apples are red. But are all apples red? 

The author says that Rose the penguin must be red, because her name is Rose and roses are red. But are 

all roses red? 
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If not all apples, and not all roses are red, why does the author use this argument to prove that Fergus 

and Rose are red? 

 

 

How does the book make you feel? 

How does this book make you feel? Do you feel different emotions at different points in the book? Make 

a list of all the different emotions people feel.  

Can you change your face from a happy face to an annoyed face? Start with a happy face. As the teacher 

counts to five, slowly change your face from happy to annoyed. It’s not easy to change your facial 

expression slowly! Try the same activity with other emotions. Split the class into two. Half change their 

face while the other half of the class watch, then swap. 

Take a picture of your face with each emotion – for example, happy, annoyed, frustrated… Print the 

pictures and match them to the words for the emotions. How are your faces different in each emotion? 

Is your happy face the same as your friend’s happy face? 

Do emotions have colours? 

Do we attach different colours to different emotions? What colour represents anger? What colour 

represents sadness? Using one of your photographs of your face expressing an emotion, print it out in 

black and white (It may need to be lightened). Choose the colour that represents that emotion and 

colour in your face with different shades of that colour. Colour the shadows darker and only lightly shade 

the other areas of the photograph. Arrange the photographs as a display. 

Constructing an Argument 

Make a list of the different points the author uses to prove his case that everything in the book is red. 

Are some arguments more convincing than others? Why? Think, pair, share your reasons. 

Let’s look closer 

Look at the illustrations in this book. What colours have been used? Has shading been used? What else 

do you notice about the illustrations? Why do you think the colours are simple and without shading? Do 

you think these pictures were drawn by hand, or with a computer? What makes you think this? 

 

Research Task 

How do we see colour? 

Together with your teacher, explore how we see colour. Brainstorm all the different questions you have 

about colours? For example – How do we see colour? Do we all see the world in the same colours? (for 

example, explore colour blindness) Do animals see colour the same way we do? 
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Do different cultures value colour differently? 

Explore the colour red in different cultures.  

In China, red is considered to be lucky and is associated with the fire element. On Chinese New Year, 

people give each other ‘red packets’ with money inside. Red is also associated as the colour of happiness. 

In India red is associated with one of the most revered goddesses in Hindu mythology – Durga. When a 

woman is married, her hands are covered in red henna designs and a pinch of red powder is put on her 

forehead. The bride’s first step in her new home is characterized by the ritual of her having to dip her 

feet in red water and walk in bare feet around her new home. Often Indian brides are dressed all in red. 

Can you find a picture of an Indian bride dressed in red? What colour do brides in Western countries 

wear? 

In Russia the colour red is associated with beauty. Red is also a superstitious colour and mothers will 

often tie a red thread on their baby’s arm to protect it from any negative influences. 

What else can you find out about the colour red and the beliefs attached to it in different countries? 

 

How do we make colours? 

How do we make colour? 

Red ochre is comprised of clay tinted with hematite. Ochre was the first pigment used by man in 

prehistoric paintings. 

Traditionally purple was an extremely expensive colour to make, which is why this colour has often been 

associated with royalty as they were the only ones who could afford this colour of dye. The dye was 

made by crushing more than 9 000 mollusks to create just one gram of purple dye. 

How were other colours, like yellow and blue, made? 

What colours do Aboriginal Australians use in their traditional paintings? How do they make these 

colours? 

Animals 

What different animals are there in the book? Where do these animals live? Find these places on a map. 

What is their habitat? What food do they eat? What do they need to survive? Do they have similarities 

and differences about where they live and what they need to survive? Draw a VENN diagram to show 

this. 
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NOTES PREPARED BY  

 
Nadia McCallum completed a Bachelor of Arts majoring in Psychology and Sociology, before going on to 
complete a Masters of Teaching which she finished with Honours. She has taught in the Catholic, 
Government and Independent school systems at a Primary School level. Nadia has a special interest in 
the explicit teaching of thinking skills in order to develop critical thinkers who actively explore, engage 
with and learn about the world around them and themselves. Nadia works as an education consultant 
advising schools and speaking at conferences on curriculum differentiation and assessment. 
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