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Introduction
Queen Alice’s palace was gilded and grand...
Lovely Queen Alice has the finest palace in the land. So fine, in fact, that cunning Sir Hugh tries to trick
her into building one for him too!
But has he met his match in the whimsical, good-hearted Alice?
A fabulously fun rhyming and rhythmical tale from rising star, Juliette MacIver and award-winning
illustrator Lucia Masciullo.

About the author/illustrator
Juliette MacIver lives north of Wellington in New Zealand with her husband and four children. She
majored in linguistics at university, took a detour and became a bicycle courier for a year, then went
back to university to complete a diploma in teaching English.
She taught for five years and had a variety of other jobs until her first child was born. She now spends
her time writing witty and whimsical children’s stories.
For more information please see:
www.storylines.org.nz/Profiles/Profiles+I-M/Juliette+MacIver.html
www.facebook.com/pages/Juliette-MacIver-Author/509684365718086
Lucia Masciullo grew up in Livorno, Tuscany in Italy. She always loved painting and after graduating in
Biology she decided to pursue her dream career as an artist. In 2007 she moved to Brisbane in Australia
and since then has been working as a very successful freelance illustrator with many of her books, such
as Family Forest, The Boy and the Toy and Come Down, Cat! being short listed for national awards.
Please see:
www.luciamasciullo.com/
http://bookedout.com.au/find-a-speaker/author/lucia-masciullo/
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Study notes on themes and curriculum topics
Queen Alice’s Palaces can be used for both Primary School and Secondary School Students in
Key Learning Areas such as:
• English – language and literacy and visual literacy
• Visual Art and creative arts
It could be used to explore Themes such as:
• Conflict
• Relationships
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Pre reading activities
1. Queen Alice’s Palaces is all about Queens, Knights and palaces. What do we know about
Queens, Knights and Palaces?
Brainstorm all the things that we can think about Queens, palaces and knights?
How many stories can we think of that have palaces and queens in them?
Why are queens such a source of literary inspiration?
For children in Infant years
Students read and view a collection of informative texts about Queens. In pairs read and
list facts about Queens. Ask students to compare Queens in informative and imaginative
texts such as an encyclopaedia and Queen Alice’s Palaces. Students then write an informative
text about princesses and include a labelled illustration.
For students in Years 5 – 7
Pre-reading Activity: Character Portrait
Ask students to select an important person who was like a Queen in their life from their
childhood.
Ask them to brainstorm as many words as they can in one minute that they relate to this person
(their personality, appearance, influence, etc). The aim is for students to create a portrait of
that person in a poem and then to get the students to draw a picture of that person. Read aloud
the following prompts to guide their composition:
Title: the name of their chosen person
Line one: Three adjectives to describe this person
Line two: A simile to describe them
Line three: What do they sound like?
Line four: What do they smell like?
Line five: What place/setting do you associate them with?
Line six: What kind of weather represents them?
Line seven: A metaphor to describe them
Line eight: One word that sums them up to finish
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Adapted from:
http://redroomcompany.org/media/uploads/the_poetry_object/year_7_naplan_style_ex.pdf

2. The nature of Relationships
Queen Alice’s Palaces is a story about relationships between two types of archetypal characters, the
protagonist and the antagonist.
Explain how these types of characters are cornerstones of literature.
Ask the class to think about the differences between two characters in Star Wars or Harry Potter and list
the differences on your IWB or white board.
Ask students to draw their favourite character from either story and describe why they prefer that
character and why.
Ask students to then write a short paragraph explaining why they prefer the character using the
sentences below as prompts.
I liked the actions of

I liked the how the character

I liked the feelings that

3. How can colour be used in picture books to contribute to meaning?
What colours do you associate with friendship and fairytales?
What colours do you associate with betrayal, sadness or loneliness?
How can you use colour to illustrate feelings?
What is the effect of colour?
Please see:

6

http://understandinggraphics.com/design/10-reasons-to-use-color/
www.salon.com/2011/12/21/pantone_color_imprint/ - the colour of 2012
www.youtube.com/watch?v=nX0DHd5QNS8 - PBS short video of the effect of colour.
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Literacy activities
Look at the covers and endpapers of the book.
Please insert pictures

8

Discuss with the class picture books and what the students already know about them. Use the
following to structure discussion and help students become familiar with the metalanguage of
picture books. Discuss what some of the conventions are of picture books and fairy tales. Do
they think this book may subvert the fairytale genre or conform?
Cover: What does the cover tell us? What is the story about? What predictions can we make
about the story?
Endpapers: How do the endpapers take you into the story? What information is provided here?
Do the endpapers set a mood for what is to follow?
Title Page: Look at the font used and the illustration-How are you positioned as a reader? How
is your reading of the book directed?
Page Opening: Any information that can be gleaned by examining the two facing pages in a
picture book.
Size: How does the size affect your response to the book? Does the size encourage sharing or
the private viewing of the book?
Format: A picture book will be in a square, vertical or horizontal format. The format affects the
shape that the artist fills with pictures. How does the shape affect what the artist can show?
Colour: Designers and illustrator’s make very clear choices about why they use particular colours
in picture books. What is the predominant colour used on the cover? What effect does the
choice of this colour have on the reader? How would it be different if the colour was black for
example?

9

Purpose: What is the purpose of the text? Who is it for? Is it to entertain? Is it to inform?
Predict: Ask the class what they think the book will be about as a result of examining all of those
features of the text.
Discussion Point: Why has the artist chosen the images on the front and back endpapers? What
do they refer to in the story? Do the images and the text work together or against each other?
Activity: Read through the book as a class and design your own cover for this book.
Response to Literature – Foundation Year Activity (can be used for later years as well)
Look at some of the pictures of Queen Alice and Sir Hugh

What are some of the things that you notice about them? What are the differences?
Who is the book about? Queen Alice or Sir Hugh?
What features and colours are emphasised?
How are Sir Hugh’s and Queen Alice’s facial expressions different? What does this tell you about them?
Activity: Draw a picture of Sir Hugh or Queen Alice and write a description.
Reading response - Ask students to draw a picture of Sir Hugh and write down three things about him,
what he looks like or what he likes doing.
This activity asks students to recall a character from the story and then use writing to link personal
knowledge to the character. It demonstrates a good knowledge of concepts about print directionality
and a beginning understanding of how to use sound–letter knowledge to write unfamiliar word.
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These activities have been adapted from work samples for Foundation Year English National Curriculum:
Please see: www.acara.edu.au/curriculum/worksamples/AC_Worksample_English_F.pdf
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Response to a letter - Read out a letter from Bird explaining what clouds are and ask the students to
write a response.
Dear Class,
Allow me to introduce myself. I am Sir Hugh and I am THE STAR of the
book, Queen Alice’s Palaces. That Queen Alice is a real pain. Even she
looks so pretty and nice and sweet, she’s actually a tough old nut and
very clever.
I would love to know what kinds of palaces you would make, if you
could.
Can you please write something about the kind of palace you would make and draw a picture for me?
If you send it to me, I will put it up on the walls of my new palace. (When I get one.)
Yours Cunningly,
Sir Hugh
This activity allows students to make meaning from the text they have heard; allows them to identify
connections between a text and personal experience; enables students to use letters of the alphabet to
represent sounds in words and allows students to write common sight words, for example ‘my’, ‘like’,
‘play’.
Retell the story – Year Three
In their reading group, ask students read Queen Alice’s Palaces together. Ask each student to then retell
the story in writing and then ask each student to read his or her written text to the whole class.
These activities have been adapted from work samples for Year One and Year Three English National
Curriculum: Please see: www.acara.edu.au/curriculum/worksamples/AC_Worksample_English_1.pdf
Creative response to text – Year Three
Ask students to explore some of the illustrations in the text. Look at the images and compose open
questions about the illustration. Their questions could be directed to the characters in the book or to
the author.
This exercise allows students to demonstrate understanding that images are used to convey
information, ideas and a mood. It encourages students to constructs a set of questions that go beyond
what is in an image to interrogate a visual text. It questions the artist’s image-making choices of colour
and allows students to see literal and inferred meaning.
Formulates different kinds of questions including questions focussing on characters’ actions and
motivations.
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Step One: Model the kinds of questions that could be asked with the above picture.
What building does the palace resemble?
Why did you choose this building?
What story is associated with that building?
What do the flags say?
Why are there so many mice?
Why did you choose cheese to build a palace? What is going to happen to the cheese? What does that
tell the reader about Queen Alice and Sir Hugh?
What can three feathers symbolise?
What kind of pipe is it?
Why have pastel colours been used?
Annotate the images together as a class and answered their questions as a group.
Step Two: Ask students to do the following: Imagine you have been given the story to illustrate. Choose
a part of the text that connects to your life and create your own illustration.
Why did you choose that illustration?
Create a visual text and explains how it links to their own experiences and relates to other texts.
These activities have been adapted from work samples for Year Three English National Curriculum.
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Listening activity: Diction (Year 3 activity)
In groups of three, divide the story into sections and give each group a copy of a section and ask each
group to annotate their section of the book. Ask students to make notes of any vocabulary they do not
understand as you read the story. For example words like coup, malice, fondue and Sioux.
As a class, invite students to share their words and note the words on the board/IWB. Discuss the
meaning and pronunciation of each word in context.
Tell the class that this is a strategy that good readers use to make sure they understand what they are
reading. Read the first verse/ line/ section of the book out loud and model how good readers construct
meaning by retelling what they have just read. Call on volunteers to self-monitor from the first line of
the story.
Adapted from: www.schools.nsw.edu.au/learning/712assessments/naplan/teachstrategies/yr2012/index.php?id=literacy/reading/lr_poln/lr_poln_s24_12
Listening activity: Rhyme (Year 3 activity)
Understanding rhyme is connected to many daily language activities. During shared reading sessions
with the text ask students to clap/click when they hear rhyming words.
Students walk around in a circle taking one step each time a rhyming word is said.
The students sit down when the teacher says a word that doesn't rhyme.
The following lists are a sample of words to use.
gilded grand land

knew

callous palace malice true

small

all

call

due

whine design mine

coup

bore

more

before new

streak unique week

bamboo

Make up a list of all the rhyming words in Queen Alice’s Palaces and when the teacher says a word that
doesn’t rhyme, the students have to sit down.
Ask the students to construct a story in three stanzas about a Queen that models the same rhyming
structure as Queen Alice’s Palaces. (The children might notice something about the last line)
Adapted from: www.schools.nsw.edu.au/learning/712assessments/naplan/teachstrategies/yr2012/index.php?id=literacy/writing/lw_spel/lw_spel_es11a_1
2
Reading response: Questions and answers (Year 5 activity)
Students in pairs, Queen Alice’s Palaces, and then they generate a small number of open style questions
for their classmates based on the text. The students then present the questions and the answer to the
whole class. Then have a class discussion about the quality of the questions and answers.
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Response to Literature (Years 7 and 8)
Ask students to answer the following questions.
Why do you like or not like this picture book? Explain your reasons.
If you were to invite Sir Hugh or Queen Alice to dinner – who would you invite and why?
Think about Sir Hugh and Queen Alice. Who do they remind you of and why?
List some of the colours that describe the mood of the book. Explain your choices.
How does this text invert or play with the fairytale genre?
Using any medium you like – design a creative response to the text.
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Queen Alice’s Palaces - Inferring Reading Strategy

My Prediction – what the story will be about

Brief recount of the text

What type of connection did you make with the text? Text to self, text to world, text to text

What have you learned about Queen Alice?

Who is the intended audience for this book? Children/teenagers/adults/other

Why do you think the author wrote this book? To entertain/tell a message/how do you know?

What is the underlying message of this book?

Do you think the story would have been different if Alice had been a Librarian? Yes/No/ Please explain
This activity has been adapted from work samples for Year Three English National Curriculum: Please
see: www.acara.edu.au/curriculum/worksamples/AC_Worksample_English_3.pdf
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Introduction to Visual Literacy
Part One - Exploring metalanguage (QTF)

It is important that students understand the metalanguage of visual design as this provides
them with a language for interpreting and deconstructing images, and for conveying
information. They will need this skill throughout high school.
Provide students with definitions of the following terms in the context of visual design:
Purpose – Consider the composer’s purpose: to entertain, satirise, inform, to make comment,
provoke thought or emotion; or persuade. May be one or more of these.
Audience – the group of people a composer intends to influence.
Context – The range of personal, social, historical, cultural and workplace conditions in which a
text in responded to and composed (BoS NSW 2003). Relates to when the text was composed;
type of publication and evidence to support this.
Salience – Most noticeable point or important feature. The protruding or conspicuous element
of the text.
Vectors – lead the reader from one element to another
Reading path – Taken from the most salient images to the less salient images.
Framing - The frame determines the amount of information given to the viewer as well as
sometimes signalling a social relationship with a viewer.
Colour - Colour is used both to create convincing images and suggest particular mood or
feelings. Variation in tone and saturation can be used for a variety of purposes.
Angles - The use of angles in images allows different relationships to be conveyed between
people and between people and objects.
Size - Illustrations may vary in size to establish and enhance the relationship between the
viewer, the image maker and the page.
Demand and offer - The eyes of the character in the image determine either a demand or offer.
When the eyes are looking directly at the viewer, they are called a demand. An offer is looking
away from the camera.
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Adapted from NAPLAN 2011 teaching strategies Visual literacy: Analysing and
images, Stage 4:

interpreting visual

Please see for more information:
www.curriculumsupport.education.nsw.gov.au/secondary/english/assets/pdf/grammar. pdf
The images are not in black and white but four colours, using a particular palette of colours. List the
colours used in the book. Why has the illustrator used them and not black and white images for
example? How do the choices of colour add meaning to the text? How does the ‘look’ of the book add
to the themes of the text?
Discussion Point: How have the pictures been created? What method of drawing has the illustrator
used? How do the choices that the artist has made, enhance the look of the book and influence the
meaning of the text?
Part Two: Look at how some visual techniques shape meaning
How is colour used to make meaning in the text?
What colours and features are associated with Sir Hugh and Queen Alice? Why have these colours been
chosen?

What is the relationship between the images and the text? Ask the students to make a creative response
to these images.
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The use of illusion
What are some of the illusions in the visual images in the text?

Show the students a picture of The Great Wave off Kanagawa (1829-1832) by artist Hokusai and
discuss how that painting could shape the meaning of this picture.
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Show the students a picture of the Taj Mahal and discuss how that structure and the story behind its
creation could impact the meaning of this picture.
Why are they there? How do they shape meaning?
Fairy tale conventions
What are the conventions of fairy tales?
Analyse a traditional fairy tale picture book such as Cinderella:
List the main characters, their roles, appearance and their traits
Determine the moral of the story and what does it tell you about the values of society when it was
composed? Do the members of the group believe in the moral of the story?
How might a feminist, a youth worker, a conservative politician, speculate on how this individual might
respond to the role of the women in the fairytale?
Look at three pages of the book and comment on the visual techniques:
-

composition: what is included in the frame – background, costumes, props and colour

-

framing: camera shots and angles
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-

contrast – lighting/colours.

Groups to report to class on responses. Students make notes from discussion.
Complete the same analysis on three pages from Queen Alice’s Palaces.
Do the images and text in Queen Alice’s Palaces play with those fairy tale conventions?
Is this a fractured fairy tale?
Is this a feminist fairy tale?
How do all these three elements subvert the meaning of the text?
Exercise: Write a satirical text for a picture book about a Queen. Use allusion, fairy tale conventions, and
colour to write and illustrate a fractured fairy tale.
This exercise is adapted from: www.curriculumsupport.education.nsw.gov.au/.../rrhs8_film.doc
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About the author of the notes
Mandy Newman BA (Sociology), MA (Creative Writing), BTeach is an author and a teacher of English.
Originally from Melbourne, she has called Sydney home for twenty years. Mandy has worked as an
Education Officer, a web producer at the Australian Financial Review and is the author of How to Say I
Do (Allen and Unwin, 2009) and other titles. She has appeared on Sunrise among other television
programs and written features for Sunday Life magazine. She is now an education consultant working
with major Australian publishers, a teacher and writer.
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