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Whatcha Building? 

By Andrew Daddo 

Illustrated by Stephen Michael King 

 

 Book Summary: 

The old milk bar on the corner is coming down to make way 
for something new. Little Davey Durak is gathering scrap - a 
short piece of wood here, a long piece there. 

But what's Davey building? Bruce the builder wants to know, 
but Davey won't tell... 

Bestselling author Andrew Daddo and award-winning 
illustrator Stephen Michael King come together for the first 
time to bring you this very special picture book. Ages 3+  

Curriculum Links and Key Learning Outcomes: 
 
Whatcha Building? suits the following Australian Curriculum content 
descriptors: 
 
Foundation (Kindergarten/Prep) 
English     
ACELT1578; ACELT1531  
Humanities and Social Sciences  
ACHASSK017    
Year 1 
English       

ACELT1582; ACELT1586 

Humanities and Social Sciences     
ACHASSSI023; ACHASSSI026 ACHASSK031 
Year 2 

English     

ACELT1593    

Humanities and Social Sciences   

ACHASSK044; ACHASSK045 

F-2 

Design and Technologies 

ACTDEP006; ACTDEP009 
F-2 
Visual Arts 

ACAVAM107 

 

Appropriate Ages: Ages: 3+ 
 
 

 

ISBN 9780733334153 (HC) RRP 24.99 

Notes by: Christina Wheeler 
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CONTENTS 
 Book Summary  

 About the author  

 About the Illustrator 

 Pre-reading questions  

 Classroom ideas and activities  
 

KEY CURRICULUM AREAS 
 English 

 Design and Technologies 

 Visual Arts  

 Humanities and Social Sciences 
 

REASONS FOR STUDYING THIS BOOK  
Watcha Building? explores a community’s sense of place, the impact of 
modernisation and the importance of recycling in a text that speaks to an early-
childhood audience.  Reflecting the themes of the book, the illustrations provide an 
interesting cityscape that combines recycled materials with hand-drawn buildings. 
Little Davey highlights the value of preserving the past, while the relationship 
between Big Bruce and Little Davey shows that progress and the past can co-exist.  

This text links to a range of curriculum areas including Design and Technologies, Visual 
Arts, Humanities and Social Sciences and English.    

THEMES  
 Recycling 

 Place 

 Heritage  

 Creativity 

 
PREPARED BY  
Christina Wheeler 
Christina Wheeler is a Teacher-Librarian who works with primary and lower-
secondary students. She completed an Arts Degree majoring in English and History, 
followed by a Post-Graduate Diploma in Education, at the University of Queensland. 
She later received a Graduate Diploma in Teacher-Librarianship from QUT.  One of her 
favourite aspects of her job is what she calls the ‘goose bump effect’ – those 
moments when students share their insights and experiences of texts. The joy of 
being able to bring non-readers to books is another of her passions.  
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CLASSROOM IDEAS AND ACTIVITIES 
 

Pre-reading Questions 

 Before reading, look carefully at the cover of Whatcha Building? Make 

predictions about where the young boy on the cover might be going.  

 What are the skyscrapers built from? Why might they be constructed from 

this material? Does this give us any clues about the book? 

 Who do you think is asking the question, ‘whatcha building?’ What might be 

getting built? 

 

Reading and Viewing 

 Discuss the first page opening, in which Little Davey stops and watches what is 

happening to the old milk bar. What do you notice about the cityscape 

illustrations? What do the cranes on the skyline tell us about the growth and 

construction in the city? Would there be other sites like the milk bar also 

being replaced with newer buildings? How do the illustrations help us to fully 

understand the setting? 

 The author makes mention of Melbourne’s changeable weather. How do the 

illustrations reflect this unpredictable weather pattern? 

 

Speaking and Listening 

 Who is asking the question, ‘whatcha building?’ Is this what you first predicted 

when looking at the front cover? Why is Big Bruce so interested in what Little 

Davey is doing with all of the building materials? 

 Discuss the relationship between Little Davey and Big Bruce? How does the 

friendship between these characters reflect that small buildings and 

businesses can co-exist with new buildings and larger companies?  

 What do Little Davey and Big Bruce learn from one another?  

 Retell the story of Whatcha Building? assuming the role of Big Bruce. 

 

Writing and Representing  

 In the role of Little Davey, write a letter to Big Bruce to share why you want to 

use the materials from the old milk bar. 

 Ask your parents or grandparents about changes they have noticed in your 

local area over the years. Write a recount to reflect your findings.   



 

 
These notes may be reproduced free of charge for use and study within schools but they may not be 

reproduced (either in whole or in part) and offered for commercial sale. 

       
Page 4 

 As a class, construct a PMI table to analyse the Pluses, Minuses and Interesting 

elements of the old milk bar being replaced. Draw conclusions about the 

effect this has had on the community. 

 

Design and Technologies and Visual Arts 

 Design your own ‘chook house’, labelling its key components. Write a list of 

the materials you would need to build this structure. 

 In small groups, design and construct your own miniature city, using recycled 

materials similar to those featuring in Whatcha Building?   

 Choose one of the objects that Big Bruce guesses Little Davey is making such 

as the rocket ship, boat or ferris wheel. Design and construct using paddle 

pop sticks and other ‘bits and pieces’. Reflect on the construction phase. 

What design elements required adjustments?  

 Visit the Reverse Garbage website www.reversegarbageqld.com.au, and the 

creative resources section of this website  

www.reversegarbageqld.com.au/community/creative-resources  

Humanities and Social Sciences  

 How important is the past to your community? Why is it important that there 

remain a legacy of the past in our towns and cities? 

 Why are places special to people? What place in the local area is special to 

you? Share with a friend. 

 Use Google Earth to examine construction sites in the local area. Examine the 

existing buildings that are close by. How might these be affected by the new 

building? Alternatively, examine ‘before’ and ‘after’ photos of your school, 

town or city, or of famous landmarks that have undergone renovations such 

as the Sydney Cricket Ground or Adelaide Oval. What changes do you notice? 

What has remained unchanged? Why are heritage objects such as members’ 

stands or old scoreboards preserved?  

 Make some suggestions as to how your class can care for important sites 

within the school grounds to preserve it for future generations. 
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